Reference range for head circumference on the Tanner charts do not go beyond age 16. In this study the head circumference and heights of 354 adults in two British centres were measured. The centile charts constructed from these measurements show that adult head circumference is related to height. The mean head circumference of a male of average height is above the 97th centile for a 16 year old on the Tanner charts. mean and SD. So, for example, the 97th centile was calculated to be mean +1 88xSD. A further concern was that the mean and SD might depend on various recorded variables such as age and height. Thus the method for the simultaneous modelling of means and variances described by Aitkin was used.4
mean and SD. So, for example, the 97th centile was calculated to be mean +1 88xSD. A further concern was that the mean and SD might depend on various recorded variables such as age and height. Thus the method for the simultaneous modelling of means and variances described by Aitkin was used. 4 The use of this methodology also enabled a check to be made for evidence of a systematic effect of the centre (or observer) on the means (a bias) or on the variance (different precisions). Height (cm) Figure 3 Centile chartfor head circumference against height constructed from our data for use in adult males. For comparison, on the Tanner charts the 97th centilefor head circumference for a boy of 16years is 57 7 cm and the 50th centile 55 cm. (slope 0-08673 cm/cm, SE 0-01031 cm/cm, p<O 0001) and that a male would have a head circumference that was on average 1-38 cm larger than that of a female of equal height (mean difference 1-378 cm, SE 0-211 cm, p<0000 1). 
